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Lawsuits: Why Winning Isn’t
Always Everything

by Mathew Widmer | Apr 20, 2026 | Business Law

“Discourage litigation. Persuade your neighbors to compromise whenever you can. Point out
to them how the nominal winner is often a real loser — in fees, expenses, and waste of time.”
- Abraham Lincoln (1850)

Abraham Lincoln’s advice to his fellow lawyers in 1850 is just as vital for business
owners today as it was nearly two centuries ago. The hard truth of the legal systemis
simple: litigation is expensive.

Taking a case all the way to trial can cost hundreds of thousands of dollars and
consume years of your life. Even if you “win,” you may face an appeal that adds even
more time and expense. By the time the dust settles, you might find that your victory
feels a lot like a loss.

Before racing to the courthouse, it is important to understand the financial reality of a
claim. In many cases, you may only be entitled to recover a small fraction of your
actual legal fees and expenses.

Furthermore, there is the practical matter of collecting your money. Every dollar your
opponent spends fighting you in court is a dollar they no longer have available to pay
your settlement. In the end, you could spend a fortune to win a judgment against a
company that has been drained dry by the process itself.

How do you minimize these risks so you can focus on what matters - running your
business? The best defense is a proactive one.

Long before a dispute arises, you should ensure your company is built on a solid
foundation.

¢ |syour business entity set up correctly?
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References and Counsel Questionnaires*

& Please Note: Letters of reference from these persons are confidential and will not be given to the
applicant. If the reference asks (in writing) that the letter be shared with the governor, the Council
will send designated letters and counsel questionnaires for each nominee. The applicant should not
request a copy of the letter from the reference. (You should not list the Chief Justice of the Alaska
Supreme Court.)

References or letters not solicited by the Council are considered public (with few exceptions) and
will be sent to the governor for all nominees.

20. (a) List the names, addresses, including zip codes, and phone numbers of two persons whom
the Judicial Council may contact who can discuss your general character and background.

Name: Shaun Tygart
Address: 2925 C Street, Suite 450
City/State/Zip: Anchorage, AK 99503 Phone: (907) 273-0200

Name: Flora Teo
Address: 639 W International Airport Road, Suite 38
City/swte/Zip:Anchorage, AK 99518 Phone: (907) 344-0101

(b)  List the names, addresses, including zip codes, and phone numbers of three other persons
whom the Judicial Council may contact who can discuss your professional competence and
qualifications for a judicial position.

Name: Sarah Badten
Address: 910 L Street, Suite 700
City/State/Zip:Anchorage, AK 99501 Phone: (907) 276-1550

Name: Clint Campion
Address: 900 L Street, Suite 500
City/state,/zip;Anchorage, AK 99501 Phone: (907) 677-3600

Name: Megan Sandone
Address: 111 W 16th Avenue, Suite 203
City/State/Zip: Anchorage, AK 99501 Phone: (907) 563-8844
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References and Counsel Questionnaires (continued)

(c) List the names, addresses, including zip codes, and suite numbers where applicable, of
each attorney involved in your three most recent cases that have gone to trial. Please do not list
cases with any pending issues in the trial or appellate courts. {(Applicants who are currently
judges should list the three most recent trials they presided over.) List only those cases that have
gone to trial within the past three years. If you have no cases that have gone to trial within the past
three years, you may include cases that went to trial before that date, or may provide up to six cases
in response to the next subsection, 20(d). Please include the judge’s name and case names and

numbers. (dttach additional pages if necessary.)

Case Name: | TMO: Land's End Acquisition Corporation

Case Number 1
Case Number: U-22-068 (RCA Matter)

v. Homer Electric Association

Judge Name: Jeff Davis (ALJ)

Name: Jess Spuhler

Attorneys Involved:
Name: Jeff Waller

Address: 3977 Lake Street

Address: 1031 W 4th Ave Ste 200

City, State, Zip: Homer, AK 99603

Name: Elisabeth Ross

Name: JC Croft

Address: 1150 Connecticut Ave NW Ste 350

Address: Unknown

City, State, Zip: Washington, DC 20036

City, State, Zip:

Case Name: State

Case Number 2
Case Number: 3D1-19-00277 CR

v. Alexander Basargin

Judge Name: Michael Aiello

Attorneys Involved:

Name: RON Dupuis Name:

Address: 310 K Street, Suite 701 Address:

City, State, Zip: Anchorage, AK 99501 City, State, Zip:

Name: Name:

Address: Address:

City, State, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Case Number 3

Case Name: Peggy Downing Case Number: 3PA-18-01949 CI

v. Shoreside Petroleum, et al

Judge Name: Kari Kristiansen

Name: Will Earmhart

Attorneys Involved:
Name: William Cook

Address: 510 L Street, Suite 700

Address: PO Box 1

City, State, Zip: Anchorage, AK 99501

City, State, Zip: E@gle River, AK 99577

Name: Griffith Winthrop

Name: Gordon Johnson

Address: 212 Whitetail Run Ln

Address: 212 Whitetail Run Ln

City, Suate, Zip: Sheboygan, Wi 53081

City, State, Zip: Sheboygan, WI 53081
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References and Counsel Questionnaires (continued)

(d) List the names, addresses, including zip codes, and suite numbers where applicable, of each
attorney involved in your three most recent cases that did not go to trial but in which you did
significant work. Please do not list cases with any pending issues in the trial or appellate courts.
(Applicants who are currently judges should list the three most recent cases they presided over
that did not go to trial but in which they did significant work.) Please include the judge’s name
and case names and numbers. (4ttach additional pages if necessary.)

Case Number 1

Case Name: Cho, et al. Case Number: 3AN-24-4527 Cl|
v. Kim, et al. Judge Name: Yvonne Lamoureux
Attorneys Involved:
Name: John Pharr Name:
Address: 1577 C Street, Suite 204 Address:
City, State, Zip: Anchorage. AK 99501 City, State, Zip:
Name: Name:
Address: Address:
City, State, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Case Number 2
Case Name: State Case Number: 3AN-20-7008 CR
v. Robert Merry Judge Name: Michael Franciosi/Kari McCrea
Attorneys Involved:
Name: Ron Dupuis Name:
Address: 310 K Street, Suite 701 Address:
City, State, Zip: Anchorage, AK 99501 City, State, Zip:
Name: Name:
Address: Address:
City, State, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Case Number 3
Case Name: Williams, et al. Case Number: 3AN-16-09639 Cl
v. Williams, et al. Judge Name: Greg Miller/Thomas Matthews
Attorneys Involved:
Name: Cam Rader Name: Brogan Kirkman
Address: Address: 527 W 3rd Ave
City, State, Zipf_ City, State, Zip: Anchorage, AK 99501
Name: David Clark Name:
Address: PO Box 110162 Address:
City, State, Zip: Anchorage, AK 99511 City, State, Zip:
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