Alaska Judicial Council

Trial Judge Questionnaire

For Judges Standing for Retention in 2024

Deadline: November 17, 2023
Instructions for Filling out Questionnaire in Adobe Reader

The following pages contain the judge questionnaire in a fillable .pdf format. If your browser
and software are compatible with this file, you will be able to save this form by clicking the pink
“Save” button below. Please test this feature before you begin to avoid losing any work.

When filling out this form, please remember:

. The form can be filled out online and printed, and the Adobe Reader program should allow
you to save the questionnaire as a file on your computer and to save as you enter
information. Please be aware that software incompatibility may prevent you from being able
to use this feature. If you cannot save the file, simply print each page as you go.

. It is very important that you print your questionnaire before you close, and it may be
beneficial to print each page once completed. By taking these precautions, you will avoid
having to reenter data if your computer shuts down or the program is accidentally closed
before your information has been saved.

. Use the “tab” key to advance through the fields.

. There are three types of fields on the questionnaire: single line text fields, multi-line boxes,
and check boxes. The text fields and the multi-line boxes limit the number of characters that
can be entered. If you need more space, please attach a separate labeled sheet to your

questionnaire.

. To operate the check boxes, click your curser on the box of your choice and a checkmark will
appear.

. If you have questions about what cases to list in Questions 10-13, please call Susanne

DiPietro at 279-2575.

. To print your completed questionnaire, use one of the green print buttons on the first or last
page of the questionnaire. You can also use the print options in your Adobe Reader.

. Please mail pages 12, 13, and 14 to the Alaska Judicial Council at 510 L Street, Suite 450,
Anchorage, AK 99501.

. Please complete and submit this questionnaire no later than November 17, 2023.

Save
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Alaska Judicial Council
Trial Judge
Questionnaire
2024 Candidates for Judicial Retention

Deadline: November 17, 2023

Maria Pia Bahr Fairbanks District Court
Name Court
I. Please estimate your workload during your present term.
a) 25 o civil cases b) 9 #of jury trials/year

70 % criminal cases 25 # of non-jury trials/year

3) % court administrative work 1 # of administrative appeals/year

100 % Total
2. Please describe your participation on court/bar committees or other administrative activities

during your current term of office.

| am a member of the State Bar Ethics Committee. This committee issues ethics opinions based on the
Alaska Rules of Professional Conduct. These opinions have the same authority as the rules for purposes
of attorney discipline.

I am also a member of the State Bar Rules Committee. This committee studies new proposals to the
Alaska Rules of Professional Conduct and proposes rule changes to the Alaska Supreme Court.

Within the court system, | am a member of the Magistrate Judge Conference Planning Committee. This
committee plans the speakers and presentations for the yearly Magistrate Judge Training Conference.
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3. Please describe any judicial or legal education you have undertaken or provided during
your current term in office.

| was a presenter in 2022 for "Off the Record" a courthouse legal education program in
which | presented on legal procedures for Forcible Entry and Detainer Hearings.

| attended the National Judicial College, General Jurisdiction Course in 2022.
| have attended the Newer Judge Conferences in 2022 and 2023.
| have attended the state-wide Judicial Conferences in 2022 and 2023.

| attended the Forensic Science Academy in 2021.

4. Please describe any public outreach activities during your current term in office.

I've been actively engaged in Mediation and Alternative Dispute Resolution in district
court cases. I've participated in trainings and worked with superior court law clerks to
get them involved in resolving civil cases without going to trial. These generally
involve pro-se litigants. We've been very successful using law clerks from around the
state to resolve small claims, smaller civil cases, and FED damages matters.

| participated in the Nenana Peacemaking Circle Training, organized in part by Rural
Court Administrator, Raul Calvillo, and then Rural Magistrate Jeff May, in 2023.

| participated in Birch Center Advisory Committee meetings, with the Interior Alaska
Center for Non-Violent Living. 2021-2022.
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This question pertains to Superior Court judges only.

State law requires the Council to conduct an evaluation of judges standing for retention, and
to provide information to the public about the judges. Under a provision added in 2013, the
information the Council provides to the public "shall include the judge's consideration of
victims when imposing sentence on persons convicted of felony offenses where the
offenses involve victims" (see AS 22.10.150).

Please submit a short statement about how you consider victims when imposing sentences
in felony offenses.
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Please assess, in one or two paragraphs, your judicial performance during your present term.
Appropriate areas of comment could include: satisfaction with your judicial role, specific
contributions to the judiciary or the field of law, increases in legal knowledge and judicial
skills, or other measures of judicial abilities that you believe to be important.

It is an honor to serve as a Judge in the State of Alaska. | am relatively new to the
bench, and grateful every day to have this privilege to serve my community. This time
has been marked by pandemic challenges causing many of our proceedings to be
telephonic, | am heartened to see people coming back to the courtroom in person. It's
encouraging to see people actively striving to better their lives, their families, and
working to improve their position. My goal is to make the court an open and fair venue
for people who find themselves involved in the legal system; people come to court for
reasons that may seem hard to understand, insurmountable and out of their control. |
strive to make the courtroom a place where people know they are being heard and
respected.

| participate in judicial and ethics training all year. This helps me make legally sound
decisions on the bench, and also helps me understand some of the challenges that are
facing others, especially in terms of mental health and substance abuse. Our
community is diverse, and | appreciate the training offered by the court system
recognizing and addressing this diversity. Every opportunity | get to learn makes me a
better and more effective judicial officer.
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During your most recent term as a judge, have you:

a) had a tax lien filed or other collection procedure instituted against you by federal,
state, or local authorities? Yes |[]|No

b) been involved in a non-judicial capacity in any legal proceeding whether as a party
or otherwise? Yes [[]|No

C) engaged in the practice of law (other than as a judge)? Yes [[J|No

d) held office in any political party? Yes [[]No

e) held any other local, state or federal office? Yes |[]|No

f) had any complaints, charges or grievances filed against you with the Alaska
Commission on Judicial Conduct, the Alaska Bar Association, the Alaska Court
System, or any other agency that resulted in public proceedings or sanctions?

Yes |[]| No

If your answer to any of the questions above is "yes," please give full details, including
dates, facts, case numbers, and outcomes.

Please provide any other information which you believe would assist the Council in
conducting its evaluations and in preparing its recommendations for the 2024 retention
elections.
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For questions 10 - 13, please do not list any cases that have pending issues in your court.

10.

Please list your three most recent jury trials during your current term in office including case names

and numbers. Please list the names and current addresses, including zip codes and suite
numbers where applicable, of each attorney involved in these trials. (Attach additional pages if

necessary.)

Case Number 1

Case Name: State of Alaska Case Number:
v. Patrick Williams

Attorneys Involved:

Name: Ethan Vande Wall, Assistant DA Name:

Address: 510 2nd Avenue, Suite 200 Address:

City, State, Zip: Fairbanks, AK 99701 City, State, Zip:

Name: Name:

Address: Address:

City, State, Zip:

Case Number 2

Case Name: State of Alaska Case Number:
v. Bruce Snowden
Attorneys Involved:
Name: Anna Ralph, Assistant DA Name:
Address: 510 2nd Avenue, Suite 200 Address:

City, State, Zip: Fairbanks, AK 99701

Name: Name:

Address: Address:

City, State, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Case Number 3

Case Name: State of Alaska Case Number:

v. Harvey Elliott Stockton

Attorneys Involved:
Name: Anna Ralph, Assistant DA Name:
Address: 510 2nd Avenue, Suite 200 Address:
City, State, Zip: Fairbanks, AK 99701 City, State, Zip:
Name: Name:
Address: Address:
City, State, Zip: City, State, Zip:
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4FA-19-03583CR

Sandra Rolfe

543 2nd Avene, Suite A

Fairbanks, AK 99701

City, State, Zip:

4FA-21-02395CR

Patrick Roach, Assistant PD

529 5th Avenue, Suite 1

City, State, Zip:

Fairbanks, AK 99701

4FA-22-01170CR

Valerie Tansey, Assistant Advocate

100 Cushman Street, #502

Fairbanks, AK 99701
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11.  Please list your three most recent non-jury trials during your current term in office including case
names and numbers. Please list the names and current addresses, including zip codes and suite
numbers where applicable, of each attorney involved in these trials. (Attach additional pages

if necessary.)
Case Number 1
Case Name: John's Rentals Case Number: 4FA23-01490CI
y. Phoenecia Hill, and others
Attorneys Involved:

Name: Jason Beatty Name: Defendants Self Represented
Address: PO Box 70301 Address:
City, State, Zip: Fairbanks, AK 99707 City, State, Zip:
Name: Name:
Address: Address:
City, State, Zip: City, State, Zip:

Case Number 2
Case Name: Robert Carr Case Number: 4FA-22-00502SC

y. Lyric Leverenz

Attorneys Involved:
Name: Plaintiff Self Represented Name: Valerie Therrien
Address: Address: 208 Barnette Street
City, State, Zip: City, State, Zip: Fairbanks, AK 99701
Name: Name:
Address: Address:
City, State, Zip: City, State, Zip:

Case Number 3
Case Name: State of Alaska Case Number: 4T0-20-00113CR

y. Zachary Knaebel

Attorneys Involved:

Name: Ronald Dupuis, Special Prosecutions Name: Michael Kramer
Address: 1031 W. 4th Avenue, Suite 200 Address: 542 4th Avenue, Suite 207
City, State, Zip: Anchorage, AK 99501 City, State, Zip: Fairbanks, AK 99701
Name: Name:
Address: Address:
City, State, Zip: City, State, Zip:
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Please list your three most recent cases during your current term in office, including case names and
numbers, which did not go to trial, but on which you did significant work (such as settlement
conference, hearings, motion work, etc.). Please list the names and current addresses, including zip
codes and suite numbers where applicable, of each attorney involved in these cases. (Attach
additional pages if necessary.)

Case Number 1
Case Name: State of Alaska Case Number: 4FA-22-00136CR
y. Joshua W. Reed

Attorneys Involved:

Name: Tylor Schmitt, Assistant DA Name: Patrick Roach, Assistant PD
Address: 510 2nd Avenue, Suite 200 Address: 529 5th Avenue, Suite 1
City, State, Zip: Fairbanks, AK 99701 City, State, Zip: Fairbanks, AK 99701
Name: Name:
Address: Address:
City, State, Zip: City, State, Zip:

Case Number 2
Case Name: State of Alaska Case Number: 4FA-23-00098CR

y. Ryan Alves

Attorneys Involved:
Name: Anna Ralph, Assistant DA Name: William Satterberg
Address: 510 2nd Avenue, Suite 200 Address: 709 4th Avenue
City, State, Zip: Fairbanks, AK 99701 City, State, Zip: Fairbanks, AK 99701
Name: Name:
Address: Address:
City, State, Zip: City, State, Zip:

Case Number 3
Case Name: State of Alaska Case Number: 4FA-21- 001580, 001590, 00008CR

y. Laura Saldarriaga

Attorneys Involved:

Name: Ethan Vande Wall, Assistant DA Name: Erin Bartenstein, Assistant PD
Address: 510 2nd Avenue, Suite 200 Address: 529 5th Avenue, Suite 1
City, State, Zip: Fairbanks, AK 99701 City, State, Zip: Fairbanks, AK 99701
Name: Name:
Address: Address:
City, State, Zip: City, State, Zip:
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13. Optional: 1f you deem it helpful to the Council, please list up to three other cases during your
current term in which you believe your work was particularly noteworthy. Please list the names
and current addresses, including zip codes and suite numbers where applicable, of each attorney
involved in these cases. (Attach additional pages if necessary.)

Case Number 1
Case Name: Yukiko Callahan Case Number: 4FA-23-00459ClI
y. Jeff Smith

Attorneys Involved:

Name: Jay Fulk Name: Respondent Self Represented
Address: 225 Wendell Avenue, Suite A Address:
City, State, Zip: Fairbanks, AK 99701 City, State, Zip:
Name: Name:
Address: Address:
City, State, Zip: City, State, Zip:

Case Number 2
Case Name: State of Alaska Case Number: 4FA-20-01241CR

v. Cedar Mae Sarten

Attorneys Involved:

Name: Dominick Plantamura, Assistant DA Name: Diana Wildland, Assistant PD
Address: 510 2nd Avenue, Suite 200 Address: 529 5th Avenue, Suite 1
City, State, Zip: Fairbanks, AK 99701 City, State, Zip: Fairbanks, AK 99701
Name: Name:
Address: Address:
City, State, Zip: City, State, Zip:

Case Number 3

Case Name: Case Number:

V.

Attorneys Involved:

Name: Name:
Address: Address:

City, State, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Name: Name:
Address: Address:

City, State, Zip: City, State, Zip:
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	Signed Waiver Pages

	Name: Maria Pia Bahr
	Court: Fairbanks District Court
	civil cases: 25
	of jury trialsyear: 9
	criminal cases: 70
	of nonjury trialsyear: 25
	court administrative work: 5
	of administrative appealsyear: 1
	during your current term of office: I am a member of the State Bar Ethics Committee.  This committee issues ethics opinions based on the Alaska Rules of Professional Conduct.  These opinions have the same authority as the rules for purposes of attorney discipline. 

I am also a member of the State Bar Rules Committee.  This committee studies new proposals to the Alaska Rules of Professional Conduct and proposes rule changes to the Alaska Supreme Court. 

Within the court system, I am a member of the Magistrate Judge Conference Planning Committee.  This committee plans the speakers and presentations for the yearly Magistrate Judge Training Conference. 
	your current term in office: I was a presenter in 2022 for "Off the Record" a courthouse legal education program in which I presented on legal procedures for Forcible Entry and Detainer Hearings.

I attended the National Judicial College, General Jurisdiction Course in 2022. 

I have attended the Newer Judge Conferences in 2022 and 2023.

I have attended the state-wide Judicial Conferences in 2022 and 2023.

I attended the Forensic Science Academy in 2021. 
	4: I've been actively engaged in Mediation and Alternative Dispute Resolution in district court cases.  I've participated in trainings and worked with superior court law clerks to get them involved in resolving civil cases without going to trial.  These generally involve pro-se litigants. We've been very successful using law clerks from around the state to resolve small claims, smaller civil cases, and FED damages matters.   

I participated in the Nenana Peacemaking Circle Training, organized in part by Rural Court Administrator, Raul Calvillo, and then Rural Magistrate Jeff May, in 2023. 

I participated in Birch Center Advisory Committee meetings, with the Interior Alaska Center for Non-Violent Living. 2021-2022. 
	undefined: 
	skills or other measures of judicial abilities that you believe to be important: 
It is an honor to serve as a Judge in the State of Alaska.  I am relatively new to the bench, and grateful every day to have this privilege to serve my community.  This time has been marked by pandemic challenges causing many of our proceedings to be telephonic, I am heartened to see people coming back to the courtroom in person.  It's encouraging to see people actively striving to better their lives, their families, and working to improve their position.  My goal is to make the court an open and fair venue for people who find themselves involved in the legal system; people come to court for reasons that may seem hard to understand, insurmountable and out of their control.  I strive to make the courtroom a place where people know they are being heard and respected.  

I participate in judicial and ethics training all year.  This helps me make legally sound decisions on the bench, and also helps me understand some of the challenges that are facing others, especially in terms of mental health and substance abuse.   Our community is diverse, and I appreciate the training offered by the court system recognizing and addressing this diversity.  Every opportunity I get to learn makes me a better and more effective judicial officer. 


	dates facts case numbers and outcomes: 
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	v: Patrick Williams
	Name_2: Ethan Vande Wall, Assistant DA
	Name_3: Sandra Rolfe
	Address: 510 2nd Avenue, Suite 200
	Address_2: 543 2nd Avene, Suite A
	City State Zip: Fairbanks, AK 99701
	City State Zip_2: Fairbanks, AK 99701
	Name_4: 
	Name_5: 
	Address_3: 
	Address_4: 
	City State Zip_3: 
	City State Zip_4: 
	Case Name_2: State of Alaska
	Case Number_2: 4FA-21-02395CR
	v_2: Bruce Snowden
	Name_6: Anna Ralph, Assistant DA
	Name_7: Patrick Roach, Assistant PD
	Address_5: 510 2nd Avenue, Suite 200
	Address_6: 529 5th Avenue, Suite 1
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