Alaska Judicial Council Recommendation
Judge Fred Torrisi, Superior Court, Dillingham

1. Judicial Council Evaluation. The Alaska Judicial Council, a non-partisan citizens commission established
by the Alaska Constitution, finds Judge Torrisi to be Qualified and recommends unanimously (6-0) that the
public vote "YES" to retain him as a superior court judge.

Il. Summary of Evaluation Information. In a survey sent to all 2,644 attorneys in Alaska, Judge Torrisi was
rated in the excellent range on overall judicial performance (4.2, see graph). He scored highest (4.3) in the
categories of “conduct free from impropriety,” “makes decisions without regard to possible public criticism,”
“courtesy,” “human understanding and compassion,” “reasonable promptness in making decisions,” “willingness
to work,” “settlement skills,” and “talent and ability for cases involving children.” He scored 4.1 or better in all
sixteen categories.

' v Peace l _ Court Ratings are based on aone to five
Summary Attorney Officer uror Em ployee scale. Five is the best rating and
Categories Survey Survey | Survey Survey three is “acceptable.”
Legal Ability 4.1 o
Impartiality 4.2 37 46 i s.oi—?éfﬁéiﬁf;m
Integrity 4.3 3.6 --- 4.5 3.5-39= Good
Temperament 4.3 3.8 4.7 4.4 3.0 -3.4 = Acceptable
Diligence 4.3 3.7 — 4.2 2.5- 2;9 = Below Acceptable
Special Skills 43 3.4 42 14 - 24 = Poor
| Overall ' 42 | 35 | 46 4.4

A survey of all 1,890 peace and probation officers in Alaska rated Judge Torrisi in the good range on overall
judicial performance (3.5, see graph). He scored highest in the category of “human understanding and
compassion” (3.9). He scored lowest, but still acceptable (3.3), in the categories of “consideration of all relevant
factors in sentencing” and “talent and ability for cases involving children.”

A survey of all jurors appearing before Judge Torrisi in 1998 and 1999 rated him in the excellent range (4.6) on
overall performance. A survey of all court employees rated him in the excellent range (4.4) on overall
performance.

The Council also completed a back-
ground investigation including a

court records check, a disciplinary Ratings on Overall Judicial Performance

records check, a review of conflict of 5

interest statements submitted to the

court system, a review of any with- 4

held salary warrants and a review of

financial ~ disclosure  statements Acceptable 3

submitted to the Alaska Public 2

Offices Commission.  Attorneys,

peace officers, court employees and 1 L
jurors were asked to submit written Attorney Peace Officer Juror Court Employee

comments about the judge. The Survey Survey Survey Survey
Council actively encouraged the
public to comment, both in writing
and in a statewide public hearing
teleconference.

watmn Vote “YES” to retain Judge Torrisi TR

Contact the Judicial Council at 1029 W. 3rd, Suite 201, Anchorage, AK 99501 (telephone: (907) 279-2526)
for more detailed information, or review the information on our Intemet site at:

www.ajc.state.ak.us
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1. Describe your workload during your present term.
2t - | c
a) 2V 9% Civil Cases b) > # of trials/year
] (4 % Criminal Cases - _# Administrative Appeals

H Y% Court Administrative
100 % Total

2. Please describe your participation on court/Bar committees or other
administrative activities during your current term of office.
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3. On a separate sheet of paper please assess, in one or two paragraphs, your
judicial performance during your present term. Appropriate areas of comment
could include: satisfaction with your judicial role, specific contributions to the



Alaska Judicial Council’",
December 4, 1999 '

Re: 2000 retention electlons
Question #3

, A

Except for one trial in Bethel last year, my duties in the past three years have
involved cases from Dillingham, Naknek and Unalaska. With very few exceptions, my
caseload has consisted of the same type of action that I used to do from the other side of
the bench. The demands of the job are also similar, requiring a certain degree of
independence, flexibility and tolerance. I think the transition to this position was easier
because of my familiarity with the area, the people and the local way of life.

As in a small practice, the pace of business varies, because when everything
happens at once, there isino backup. With a small staff here, I do have to do on-call,
organizational and scheduling chores that an urban judge wouldn’t have to do, but the
rewards include having a‘better handle on what matters are pending and having more
time to decide cases. I have issued some two dozen written opinions in each of the past
three years, and so far 1 haven t had a case under advisement for more than about two
months. Since there was no resident judge in this area of the state before I was
appointed, it is satisfying to see such an improvement in the court system’s ability to hear
cases promptly.



Alaska Judicial Council
Trial Judge Questionnaire
2000 Retention

judiciary or the field of law, increases in legal knowledge and judicial skills, or
other measures of judicial abilities that you believe to be important.

4. During your most recent term as a judge, have you:

a) had a tax lien filed or other collection procedure instituted against you by
federal, state, or local authorities? Yes No

b) been involved in a nonjudicial capacity in any legal proceeding whether as
a party or otherwise? Yes_/ No .

c) eng?ed in the practice of law (other than as a judge)? Yes No

d) held office in any political party? Yes No_ /.

NOL

e) held any other local state or federal office? Yes

If your answer to any of the questions above is "yes," please give full details,
including dates, facts, case numbers and outcomes.
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Please provide any other information which you believe would assist the Council
in conducting its evaluations and in preparing its recommendations for the 2000
retention elections.
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Alaska Judicial Council
Trial Judge Questionnaire
2000 Retention

5. Please list the names and case numbers of the three most recent jury cases tried

before you, identify the attorneys involved, and show their current addresses.
(Attach additional pages if necessary.)
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Alaska Judicial Council
Trial Judge Questionnaire

2000 Retention

6. Please list the names and case numbers of the three most recent non-jury cases
tried before you, identify the attorneys involved, and show their current
addresses. (Attach additional pages if necessary.)
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Alaska Judicial Council
Trial Judge Questionnaire
2000 Retention

7. Please list the names and case numbers of the three most recent cases which
did not go to trial, but on which you did significant work (such as settlement
conference, hearings, motion work, etc.), identify the attorneys involved, and
show their current addresses. (Attach additional pages if necessary.) XP {\e;:} P “4=
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Alaska Judicial Council ;'
December 4, 1999

Re: 2000 retention elect_ibns
Questions 5-7 ‘

These questions seek names of counsel in recent cases. Since I assume responses
are confidential, there is probably no problem, but I wanted to alert you to the fact that all
issues in these actions are not resolved. Please let me know if you want me to supply
other less recent cases. -

5. Statev. Loggs"ak. The jury is still deliberating as I write this. If the defendant
is convicted, there may be post-verdict motions as well as a sentencing. If the
jury fails to reach a verdict, there may be a retrial.

Progressive v. Olson v. City of Dillingham. There are issues of costs and
attorney fees still unresolved.

6. Magill v. Nelbro, tried last month, is still under advisement. I expect to have
a decision out by December 15, but there will remain issues of costs and fees
and perhaps additional motion work Wech v. Nelson seems to be done,
although custody cases often do re-emerge. CK and NK is a CINA case that
is post-disposi_tion, but not yet past permanency planning.

7. Swedelius; coufnsel names and addresses, continued

’ Erling T. Johansen ” David C. Burkett
Davison & Davison, Inc. Burkett & Burdette
3351 Arctic Blvd’’ 600 Stewart St., Ste. 305
Anchorage, Ak.' 99503 Seattle, Wa. 98101

Counsel in Clty of Unalaska v. Glacier Steel Buildings have notified me that the
case is settled, but documents have yet to be filed.

Again, please let me know if I am supposed to restrict my responses to cases
that are completely ﬁmshed

s



Alaska Judicial Council
Trial Judge Questionnaire
2000 Retention

8. If you deem it helpful to the Council, please list the name, case number and
attorneys' names and current addresses of any other cases during your judicial

career in which you believe your work was particularly noteworthy. (attachadditional
pages if necessary.)

D Name of Case Case Number
Attorneys Involved
Name: Name:
Address: Address:
Name: Name:
Address: Address:
m Name of Case Case Number
Attorneys Involved
Name: Name:
Address: Add
Name: Name:
Address: Address:
m Name of Case Case Number
Attorneys Involved
Name: Name:
Address: Address:

Name:

Add:

Name:

Address:




MEMORANDUM

TO: Judicial Council Members

FROM: Staff

DATE: May 16, 2000

RE: Comparison of Previous Survey Results - Fred Torrisi

Fred Torrisi is standing for retention in 2000. The table on the following page
compares retention and selection survey scores for Judge Torrisi. Changes in the form
and content of the various surveys should be noted carefully in making any
comparisons.

This is Judge Torrisi’s first time to stand for retention. He was evaluated with
the other non-retention judges in 1998.

Judge Torrisi applied for and was appointed to the Dillingham Superior Court
in 1996.



Comparison of Previous Survey Results - Fred Torrisi
May 16, 2000
Page 2

Judge Fred Torrisi
appointed to Anchorage Superior Court 11/29/96
2000 1998 1996
Retention Retention Preview Dillingham Superior
Bar PPO Bar PPO Score Range
Legal Ability 4.1 — 4.0 — 3.9 Good
Fairness 4.2 3.7 43 31 4.0 Excellent
Integrity 4.3 3.6 4.4 3.6 4.1 Excellent
Judicial Temperament 4.3 3.8 4.4 3.4 4.0 Excellent
Diligence 4.3 3.7 — — —
Administrative Skills 4.3 34 — — —
Suitability of Experience — — — — 3.9 Good
Overall Performance 4.2 3.5 4.2 3.2 3.9 Good
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