




















M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Judicial Council Members

FROM: Staff

DATE: May 16, 2000

RE: Comparison of Previous Survey Results - Alexander O. Bryner

Alexander O. Bryner is standing for retention in 2000. The tables on the
following pages compare retention and selection survey scores for Justice Bryner.
Changes in the form and content of the various surveys should be noted carefully in
making any comparisons.

Justice Bryner previously stood for retention in 1976 as a district court judge
(survey scores attached), and in 1984 and 1992 as a Court of Appeals Judge. He was
evaluated with other non-retention judges in 1990 and 1998.

Justice Bryner applied for the Anchorage District Court in 1975, the Sitka
Superior Court in 1976, the Anchorage Superior Court in 1977, the Court of Appeals
in 1980, and the Supreme Court in 1983 and 1996 (twice). He was appointed to the
Anchorage District Court in 1975, the Court of Appeals in 1980 and the Supreme Court
in 1996.
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Justice Alexander O. Bryner
Retention surveys

2000
Retention

1998
Retention Preview

1992
Retention Preview

1990
Retention Preview

1984
Retention

Legal Ability 4.4 4.5 4.1 4.1 3.8

Fairness 4.3 4.3 4.0 4,0 3.7

Integrity 4.4 4.5 4.2 4.2 4.2

Judicial Temperament 4.0 4.1 3.9 3.9 ---

Diligence 4.5 — 4.2 --- ---

Administrative Skills — — — --- ---

Overall Performance 4.3 4.3 4.0 4.0 ---
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Justice Alexander O. Bryner
appointed to the Supreme Court 1/24/97

1980
Appellate

Court

1983
Supreme

Court

1996 Supreme Court
(Moore’s seat)

1996 Supreme Court
(Rabinowitz’ seat)

Score Range Score Range

Legal Ability 4.4 4.2 4.3 Excellent 4.4 Excellent

Integrity 4.5 4.3 4.3 Excellent 4.4 Excellent

Fairness 4.3 4.1 4.1 Excellent 4.1 Excellent

Judicial Temperament — — 3.8 Good 3.8 Good

Suitability of Experience — — 4.1 Excellent 4.1 Excellent

Freedom from Arrogance 4.2 3.9 — — — ---

Decisiveness 4.1 4.0 — — — ---

Willingness to Work 4.3 4.1 — — — —

Good Character 4.5 4.3 — — — —

Understanding 4.3 4.0 — — — —

Judgment 4.3 4.0 — — — ----

Reasonableness 4.2 4.0 — — — ---

Overall Performance 4.3 4.0 4.1 Excellent 4.2 Excellent



M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Judicial Council Members

FROM: William T. Cotton

DATE: June 21, 2000

RE: Non-Confidential Salary Warrants: Justice Alexander O. Bryner

Department of Administration Paycheck Holds

The Council requested information from the Department of Administration about how many
times the retention justices’ and judges’ paychecks were withheld in 1998 and 1999 for
failure to issue decisions within six months. See AS 22.05.140(b), 22.07.090(b),
22.10.190(b), and 22.15.220(c). Justice Bryner’s paycheck was withheld for one or two pay
periods six times in 1998 and once in 1999, and it was withheld for less than a full pay period
six times in 1999. Justice Bryner explained this tardiness by stating that his abrupt transfer
from the Court of Appeals to the Supreme Court in 1997 left him responsible for cases in
both of the appellate courts for a period of time. This responsibility, combined with staffing
disruptions caused by his transfer and his desire to be cautious and thorough in his supreme
court responsibilities, caused him to exceed the statutory period for issuing decisions on
several occasions. Justice Bryner’s DOA paycheck record sheet and his letter responding to
our query are attached to this memorandum.

WTC:sl
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